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IMPROVING STUDENTS'ACHIVEMENT IN WRITING THROUGH THE

APPLICATION OF INQUIRY STMTEGY IN NOMMENSEN HKBP

UNIVERSITY

Rino Octovio Simormotq
Dosen FKIP Universitos HKBP Nommensen

ABSTRACI

This study wos inlended to discove r improving sfudents' ochievemenf in writing through the

opp/icotion of inquiry slrofegy in Nommensen HKBP L)niversily. The Method of reseorch wos Clossroorn

Acition Reseorch. The populotion wos grode lll of HKBP Nornrnensen lJniversity Medan.Ihe somple wos

40 students. /n lhe pre-test, there were only 7.50/o students who gof points up to 70. But, fhe percenfoge

of studenf's writing compelence kept improving when the inquiry strofegy wos opp/ied. ln the end of cycle,

25o/o students got poinfs up to 70. The ronge of the first rneeling (7.5yr) qnd the lost meeting (B5o/o). lt

hod been proved lhat 85o/o sludents gof the good score on their writing. lt con be conc/uded thol inquiry

strotegy worked e{fectively in helping sfudents in improving their writing.

Keywords : Writing, lnquiry Sfrofegp C/ossroom Action Reseocrh

1. INTRODUCTION

English hos become the {undomentol thing in
our life. English is widely used in mony ospecls

such os educotion. English os on internotionol
longuoge become one of lhe most importont
subjects thot ore the tought in the schools.
English hos ihe moin fundomentol skills nomely
Listening, Speoking, Reoding, ond Wdiing.
There{ore, the students ore expected to be oble io
moster them in orol ond written communicoiion.
Moreover, writing os one of the mosi importont
sublecis is not eosy to be tought. Writing is o
psychologicol ociivity o{ the longuoge user to pui
informotion in the wrilten iext.

Noturolly, "writing is not only lo pour oul
informotion, messoge, or ideos. lnformotion,
messoge, ideos is need io moke in o well text thot
lo ogree o{ society. So thot ihe in{ormotion,
messoge, or ideos con to exploin to lhe reoder os

effectively, we should see ihe contexi o{ siluotion"
(Pordiyono. 2007 :71.

To improve students' ochievement il con be
influenced through the quolity o{ the leorning
process in closs. To improve students'
ochievement, the leorning process in the'clqss
should be well conducted by teochers. Teocher
who hos o good performonce will be oble to
roise the spirit ond motivotion to study better ond
{inolly will be oble to improve leorning quolity.

ln connection with the obove problems, one
of the ohernotive thoi con be overcome this

problem is inquiry Strotegy. lnquiry opprooch is
the effort to toke foundotion ond how to grow o
scientific think, this opprooch is to toke the

siudenls more leorn by themselves, to improve
their octivity in destroy the problem. Siudents

should the subiect in study. A port of teocher in
opprooch of inquiry method is the leoder of the
study ond os o focilitotor of the study. The

teocher's is to choose the problems thot need lo
be submitted by the studenl should be token by

the studenis themselves. This opprooch con
ottroct students in inlerest in studying, so ihot the

obiectives of the leorning con be reoched, using
the strotegy the students osked io directly {ind the
informotion, do the criticol study or experimenl to
{ind the concept obout teoching moleriol.

Bosed on the definitlon obove obout this
reseorch, the wrilers conclude obout the
problems ore:
1 "How does leorning inquiry slrolegy improve

the studenis' ochievemenl in writing
porogroph?"

2. "How good ore studenis the in wriiing
porogroph through opplicotion of inquiry
stroiegy?

3. Reloted to the problem of the study, the

obiectives of this study is to {ind out:
4. l{ inquiry strotegy significontly improve the

students' ochievement in writing porogroph.
5. How good students in writing porogroph

through opplicotion of inquiry slrolegy.
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o{ reseorch in thot it is much {ocused on

individuol or smoll group professionol proctice

ond it is not so concerned with moking generol

stotemenis (Wolloce, 1998: 18).

3.2 The lnslrument {or Collecting Doto
ln this reseorch, the dqto wos collected by

quoliiotive ond quoniitotive opprooch. The

quontitotive opprooch wos broodly used to
describe whot con be counted or meosured ond

con therefore be considered 'obiective' (Wolloce i
1998: 38). The quolitotive opprooch wos used to
describe the situolion during the teoching ond

leorning process. The meosuring doto wos nol
omenoble in on obieciive woy, there{ore
subiective (Wolloce '1998: 38).

3.3 The Procedure of the Reseorch
The procedure for this reseorch wos

conducted within two cycles. Eoch cycle consisied
of three meeiings. Before the first meeting wos

conducled, ihere wos orientolion test. The

orientolion test wos conducted to get the

siudents' level underslonding in descriptive
porogroph writing. Bosed on the orientolion tesl
qnd inlerview, the reseorch wos done in two
cycles ond eoch cycle hqs four steps nomely,
plonning, observotion ond re{lection. So the totol
of meetings in lhis reseorch will be seven sleps.

The {irst cycle will begin in the second meeting. l{
there is o problem in first cycle, the writer will
continued to the second cycle, thot the some

steps were in the first cycle.

3.4 Technique forAnolyzing Doto
This study opplied quolitoiive ond quontitolive

opprooch. The quolitotive opprooch is used to
describe the situotion during the teoching
leorning process ond the quoniiloiive opprooch
ore used lo onolyze the score of the students. By

opplying ihis opprooch, it is expected to get the

sotis{ying result. The quolitotive doto ore onolyzed
from inlerview sheet, observotion sheet ond diory
noies to describe the improvement o{ students'

writing descriptive porogroph by using lnquiry
sirolegy. The quontitotive doto ore.collected ond
onolyzed by computing lhe score of writien tesi.

The' meon oi lhe students' score for' eoch

cycle is obtoined using the opplicotion of the

following {ormulo:

Iv
X- - x 100%

N

Where : X : the meon of the studenls' score

I Y : the totol score
N : the number o{ the students

Nexl to cotegorize the number o{ dudents who

ore competent to wrile o descriptive porogroph,
the following {ormulo is opplied:

X
D: t 

x 100%
,l/

Where:
D : ihe percenloge of the students who hos 75

points

x : the number o{ those who hos 75 points ond

obove
N : the tolol number of the students

4. DATAAND DATAANALYSIS

4.1 Doto
This reseorch is onolyzing ihe doto {rom lwo

kinds o{ doto. They were quontilotive ond
quolitoiive which hod been gothered in Mo
cycles. Eoch cycles consisted of three meetings
ond there wos one meeling for pre-tesi. So totolly
there were seven meelings in this reseorch.

The doto were ioken {rom one closs, closs A
were done by rondom beiween onolher closses,

closs B. the closs wos grode lll 2013 o{ HKBP

Nommensen University, ond so the writer look 40
studenb os the somple.

ln post-test cycle ll, ihere ore three siudenls
who got low score. They ore PTH (65), EY (65)

ond JS (65). They goi low score becouse they

couldn'l do the writing test well. And olso in posl-
test cycle ll, there ore three students who got high
score. They ore LMS (90), SEJ (90), ond DH (90).

They got high score becouse they could do the

writing test well.

4.2 The Quonlilolive Doto
The quontiioiive doto were ioken from wriling

test score. The writing test wos corried out in the
lost meeting within two cycles. Every cycle
consisted of three meetlngs. So, lhe sludenls'
writing test scores were loken once in cycle. And
one orientoiion score wos token in the first
meeting. The score of studenis' writing scores in

orientotion lest wos 53.10o/o, writing iest in cycle

one wos 62.1 5Yo ond writing lesl in cycle two

79.30Yo.
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Toble 4.1 The Percenioge of Moster Students in student's writing competence kept improving

when the inquiry sirolegy wos opplied. ln the end

of cycle, 25% students gol points up to 70. The

ronge of the first meeling 17.5y"\ ond ihe lost

meeting (85%). lt hod been proved thot 85%

studenti got the good score on their writing like

wriling descriptive porogroph. h con be

conclrd"d thot inquiry strotegy worked effeciively

in helping students in improving their writing skill

llke in descriptive porogroPh.

Toble 4.3 Toble of the lmprovemenl o{ Students'Toble 4.2 The Toble o{ the lmProvement of
Meon Score of Students'

Meeting Totol Score Meon

Pre-iest I 2124 53.10

Post-tast
(Cvcle ll

v 2486 62.15

Post-test
lCvcle lll

vil 3172 79.30

The meon of the students' score in every writing

test:

X:2124 x I00%:53.10
40

x: 2486 x 100% : 62.15
40

X: 3172 x 100% :79.30
40

The Colculotion of Moster Students

The percentoge of the mosler students in lhe Pre-

test

pl: 3 xl00%:7.5Yo
40

The percentoge o{ the mosier students in the

Cycle I (Post-test l)

P2: 10 x 100% :25Yo
40

The percentoge o{ ihe mosier siudenls in the

Cycle ll (Posr-test ll)

P3: 34 x 
.l00% : B5o/o

40

ln the pre-test, there were only 7.5% students

who goi points up io 70. But, the percentoge o{

Competence Pre-test Posl-test
lCvcle ll

Post-test
{Cvcle lll

Score 2124 2486 3172

Meon 53.r 0 62.15 79.30

Number o{
studenls who got
ooini uo lo 70

3 l0 34

Percentoge of
students who got
ooinl uo lo 70

7.5% 25% 85%

5. RESEARCH FINDINGS

The writer orgonized oll the quontitotive ond

quolitotive dqto from oll meetings. ln the first

meeting, students were given orientotion test'

From lhe orientolion iesi, il wos {ound ihot

students' wriiing like in descriptive porogroph wos

still low, They were confused in writing down their

ideos, bod grommor ond low understonding

obout descriptive porogroph. After the {irst

meeting, the studenis were tought how to use

inquiry stroiegy in writing descriptive porogroph.

Although they siill hod problems in writing, the

result of the first cycle wos better thon the result of

ihe orientotion test. After the writer did the second

cycle, the result o{ the second cycle wos better

thon the {irsi cycle.
The meon of the pre-tesi wos 53.10. lt wos

very low becouse ihe siudents did not know how

io write descripiive porogroph well' After the {irst

cycle wos conducled, lhe meon score of wriiing

test cycle I wos 62.15, ond ihe meon score o{

writing test cycle ll wos 79.3O. These scores

showed thot the second cycle wos betier thon the

first cycle. lt olso con be seen {rom the

percenloge o{ studenls who got poinls up 1o 7O'

in the {irst cycle, there were 25o/o o{ students who

got point up to 70. This result indicoted thot the

inquiry wos effeclive in improving lhe sludents'

writing like in descriptive porogroph.
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